
Minutes  
Committee to Expedite Child Protection Appeals  

Rules Subcommittee 
October 28, 2010 

 
The Rules Subcommittee met on Thursday, October 28, 2010 at 3:00 pm at 75 Elm Street, Hartford. 
 
Members in attendance: Hon. Alexandra D. DiPentima, Hon. Francis J. Foley, Atty.  Christine D. Ghio, 
Atty. Paul Hartan and Atty, Benjamin Zivyon. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm by Judge DiPentima. 
 
1.  Judge DiPentima welcomed the members of the subcommittee. 
 
2. Judge DiPentima explained that the purpose of the subcommittee is to look at the Rules of Appellate 
Procedure that affect child protection cases, identify possible rules for amendment that could help 
expedite child protection appeals and, where necessary, to propose amendments.  The internal policy 
changes recently implemented at the Appellate Court were discussed by the group.  
 
3. A list of rules that affect child protection appeals was discussed.  The first rule discussed was Section 
68-1 which deals with the responsibilities of the trial court clerk to submit two copies of the court file to 
the appellate court within 10 days of the filing of the appeal.  Atty Hartan reported that the compliance 
with the 10 days requirement has not been an issue recently.  Suggestions were raised about the 
possibility of requiring defined pleadings and documents since the files can be large.  This issue will be 
returned to at a future meeting. 
 
The next rules discussed were Sections 79-2 and 61-10.  There were no issues with those rules. 
 
Section 62-7 was raised.  There is language in the rule that says “without delay”.  Conversation about 
defining “without delay” was had.     
 
The Subcommittee next discussed Section 63-1.  Inquiry was made as to shortening the 20 day period to 
file appeals.  Conversation about the 20 day period began and other issues emerged.  Motions for 
extension of time to file an appeal, motions for waiver of fees and costs, and transcripts were raised as 
areas that could extend the time to file the appeal. Judge DiPentima summarized that Time to Appeal, 
Extensions of Time and Fee Waivers were connected issues that deal with rules Sections 63-1, 66-1, 63-6 
and 79-1. A focus on these rules will be a priority for the Subcommittee.  
 
Section 63-4 was raised as the next rule for discussion.  Attorney Hartan reported that internal 
procedures have been implemented for child protection appeals that deal with situations where there is 
noncompliance with the rule.  Discussion commenced about having a form that details the filings 
necessary to file an appeal. 
 
Section 66-8 that deals with motions to dismiss was discussed with no issues were raised.   
 
Sections 85-1 and 85-3 were discussed as to timing of the hearing. 
 
Section 79-5 was raised as the next rule for discussion.  Motions for extension of time to file a brief were 
raised as a factor in delaying the appeal process.   
 
Judge DiPentima discussed the change to internal procedure which allows for child protection appeals to 
be assigned once it is ready without  appearing on the printed docket.  A suggestion to formalize this 
procedure as a rule was discussed.   



 
Statute 46b-122(d) provides for expediting child protection appeals.  A possible rule change to 69-3 to 
formalize the priority of child protection appeals was raised.   
 
Section 70-1, the right to oral argument, was raised and discussed. This section will be discussed further 
at a future meeting.  
 
Sections 71-4 and 71-5 which deal with the official release date and motions for reconsideration were 
discussed in order to see if there were differences in child protection issues that would necessitate a rule 
change. 
 
Petitions of Certification to the Supreme Court and Transfers of Cases to the Supreme Court were raised.  
Their discussion would be added to the agenda of the full committee’s next meeting in December. 
 
Rules 66-5, 66-6 and 61-14 were also discussed as other areas that may cause delays in child protection 
cases.  
 
Judge DiPentima will summarize the discussion prior to the next meeting.  Judge Foley will review the 
materials that he has compiled and share the materials with the Subcommittee.  
 
4.  The next meeting will be held on November 23, 2010 at 1:00 pm at 75 Elm Street, Hartford, CT. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm. 


