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The first meeting of the Public Service and Trust Commission Pro Bono Committee In-

House Workgroup was held by teleconference at 225 Spring Street, room 133, 

Wethersfield, CT. on July 31, 2013. 

 

Members participating via telephone: Attorney Mark Nordstrom (chair), Attorney Lester 

Arnold, Attorney Steve Eppler-Epstein, Attorney Ed Heath (11:20), and Attorney 

Jonathan Shapiro (11:35). 

 

At 11:10, Attorney Mark Nordstrom called the meeting to order. 

 

1. Attorney Nordstrom reviewed the agenda and referenced the articles he 

previously forwarded to the workgroup for review: the LawyerCorps Connecticut 

summary; the Massachusetts judiciary article regarding corporate pro bono 

programs; and the article discussing Minnesota’s CLE event.  See 

http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/23033/letter-member-and-chair-

massachusetts-supreme-judicial-court’s-standing-committee-pro- and  

http://www.cpbo.org/document/the-future-of-pro-bono/ 

 

2. Attorney Nordstrom described LawyerCorps Connecticut, which was first 

conceptualized by Chief Justice Rogers.  Under this initiative, a fund has been 

established from corporate contributions, which will be administered by the 

Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. Funds initially will be used to hire three 

Fellows, each for a three year term. The Fellows will support the efforts of 

Connecticut’s three Legal Aid programs- Connecticut Legal Services, Greater 

Hartford Legal Aid, and New Haven Legal Assistance Association- in order to 

reach more people in need of legal representation.  

 

The program is expected to be in place early next year.  Currently, the application 

and job description are being developed for posting on the internet.  The 

program’s budget for 3 years is in excess of $1 million, and corporate 

contributions of $100,000. each are being sought. 

 

http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/23033/letter-member-and-chair-massachusetts-supreme-judicial-court’s-standing-committee-pro-
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/23033/letter-member-and-chair-massachusetts-supreme-judicial-court’s-standing-committee-pro-
http://www.cpbo.org/document/the-future-of-pro-bono/


 

 

The members discussed the need for corporate outreach in order to obtain 

additional financial support.  Attorney Nordstrom indicated that he would send 

information to Attorney Arnold for his review on behalf of Pfizer.  

 

3. Attorney Nordstrom next raised for discussion the possibility of sending a letter 

from Chief Justice Rogers and Judge Bright to in-house counsel, as was done by 

the judiciary in Massachusetts.  The letter would call attention to the need for pro 

bono service in Connecticut and the role that in-house counsel can play.  It should 

also reference the catalogue of pro bono contacts located at 

http://probono.ctlawhelp.org/ . The members agreed that the letter should be sent 

as an email attachment in order to avoid the cost of mailing. 

 

The members noted the need to obtain a list of in-house counsel. Possible sources 

were the Law Tribune, the State Bar, and ConnACCA.  Attorney Nordstrom will 

contact Mike Bowler at the State Bar, and Attorney Arnold, who is on the Board 

of ConnACCA, will contact Pat Tracy. 

 

4. The members next discussed a CLE ethics program for in-house counsel which 

would include a presentation by pro bono counsel, as had been done in 

Minnesota. The possibility of partnering with ConnACCA or WesfACCA was 

also discussed.  Attorney Nordstrom will write to the chairs of both chapters to 

determine their interest in participating in such an event. 

 

5. The members then discussed publishing an article which would focus on ways in-

house counsel can provide valuable legal services to their communities.  The 

article should call attention to pro bono partnership efforts and discuss 

Connecticut’s rule change regarding pro bono service by authorized house 

counsel. Today’s General Counsel Magazine, Connecticut Corporate Counsel 

Magazine and the Law Tribune were discussed as possible publication sources. 

 

6. A date for the next Workgroup meeting was not set.  The Chair will determine if 

an additional meeting will be scheduled prior to the September 19, 2013 meeting 

of the Pro Bono Committee. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:36. 

 

http://probono.ctlawhelp.org/

