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A meeting of the Public Service and Trust Commission, Pro Bono Committee, 
Communications Subcommittee was held at the Law Offices of Robinson and Cole, 280 
Trumbull Street, 28th Floor, Hartford, CT at 3:00 p.m. on April 20, 2011 
 
Members participating: Attorney Jan Chiaretto (chair) and Attorney Dwight Merriam   
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Attorney Chiaretto at 3:20 p.m.    
 
1. The subcommittee began a discussion concerning the best way to use the Pro Bono 
website being created by CT Law Help and whether any additions and/or enhancements 
could be made so that it can serve as the central repository for pro bono information and 
would allow its users to link directly to other websites. The subcommittee members 
agreed that a new URL address would be needed and that large corporations may be able 
to help design and support such a site. The possibility of a content manager underwritten 
by the CT Law Foundation was also discussed. The subcommittee’s hope is that this site 
would not only serve as a place to find help for members of the public but also as a 
resource with educational materials available for participating attorneys.  The discussion 
included the outlining of various materials that could be made available for attorneys 
such as forms, training videos, and webinars and whether large law firms or corporations 
might have the capability to produce audio or video materials for the site. The 
subcommittee questioned whether the Judicial Branch could configure their E-filing 
system to identify pro bono cases and to automatically transmit the pleadings in those 
cases to the pro bono website. This should be a discussion for the full committee.   
 
2.  The subcommittee discussed the possibility of including pro bono information in the 
attorney registration process as a means of communicating pro bono opportunities to the 
bar. Could an attorney be allowed to opt-in or opt-out of pro bono opportunities as part of 
the registration process? The subcommittee members also discussed the possibility of 
including a flyer in the registration paperwork mailed to attorneys.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
3.  The subcommittee continued their discussion with the exchange of ideas as to how to 
get small local bar associations involved in pro bono efforts. The thought is that 
technology alone would not be sufficient and that a “road show” with individuals giving 
an in-person presentation consisting of a Power Point slide show as well as a video could 
be a productive way of marketing the committee’s pro bono efforts to smaller audiences 
throughout the state.  
 
4.  Attorney Merriam outlined various contacts that he had made concerning publicity for 
the work of the Pro Bono Committee. He has found a public relations firm that is willing 
to volunteer their services to help the committee and has requested that the Connecticut 
Law Tribune consider doing a live webcast from the summit. He has also contacted CTN 
to ask that they consider covering the event as well.    
 
 
   
The meeting adjourned at 3:44 pm.  
 
 
 
 

 
 


