
 

Minutes 
Committee to Expedite Child Protection Appeals 

May 29, 2013 
 
 

The Committee to Expedite Child Protection Appeals met on Wednesday, May 29, 2013 at 11:00 AM at 
75 Elm Street, Hartford. 
 
Members in attendance:  Hon. Alexandra DiPentima (chair), Hon. Dennis Eveleigh, Hon. Christine Keller, 
Hon. Francis Foley, Hon. Mary-Margaret Burgdorff, Atty. Jill Begemann, Atty. Paul Hartan, Atty. Ben 
Zivyon, Atty. Cynthia Cunningham, Atty. Chris Rapillo, Atty. Brendon Levesque 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM by Judge DiPentima. 
 
1.  Judge DiPentima welcomed the members to the meeting and the attendees introduced themselves. 
 
2.  Judge DiPentima invited discussion from the group as to the effects of the Committee’s 
recommendations. The group reviewed the steps taken by the Appellate Court to assist in reducing the 
time to disposition of child protection appeals.  Judge Foley mentioned that the awareness of expediting 
child protection appeals alone has had an effect and commended the work of the Appellate Court.   
 
Judge DiPentima inquired about how the trial court was doing in providing the copies of the file to the 
Appellate Court.  Atty. Hartan reported that there were no outstanding issues.   
 
Atty. Rapillo, when asked about the expedited transcript issue, reported that her office was paying for the 
transcripts.  Atty. Rapillo also mentioned that training materials were being developed as to the appellate 
procedures for attorneys and parents. 
 
Atty. Begemann and Atty. Hartan provided statistical updates as to the timeliness of child protection 
appeals for the period January 2012 – January 2013. At the Appellate Court, for cases disposed by 
opinion, the average number of days from filing to disposition was reduced to 189 days. 
 
 
3. Judge DiPentima inquired of the group if there were any new issues.  Atty. Levesque raised an issue 
with Rule 79a-2 (a) stating that there is a possible conflict based on the wording of the rule.  The group 
discussed their experiences and thoughts.  Atty. Levesque offered to prepare language for a proposed 
rule change to help remove the conflict.  Judge DiPentima asked Atty. Levesque to share the proposal 
with the members in attendance.   
 
Judge DiPentima asked for any more issues.  Atty. Zivyon mentioned seeing an increase in filing of 
motions that toll appeal time.  Judge Keller mentioned the possibility of changing the Superior Court rules 
to address filing and/or scheduling time frames with respect to these motions.   
 
Judge DiPentima inquired of Atty. Cunningham her impressions from the juvenile court perspective.  Atty. 
Cunningham reported that attorneys are becoming more familiar with the appellate rule changes.  
 
The digital records pilot project is continuing in the Child Protection Session.  Atty. Loffredo reported there 
are plans to make the site more user-friendly.    
 
Judge Foley applauded the work of the committee and provided a history of the steps over the years that 
have improved the time to permanency for children based on improvements in many areas including 
permanency plan hearing timeliness, adoptions being performed by the Superior Court, and the rules 
changes regarding child protection appeals. 
 
 4. Judge DiPentima thanked the members for their participation and adjourned the meeting at 11:40 AM. 


